From the national BSA COVID-19 FAQ: https://www.scouting.org/coronavirus/covid-19-faq/
We have implemented temporary changes, detailed below, to allow Scouts to complete rank
requirements, detailed below, by video conferencing through December 31, 2020. This deadline will be
re-evaluated as needed.
The goal when using video conferencing must be to preserve the ideals and intent of each requirement
as best as possible. Scoutmasters or their designee(s) should remain mindful of the Methods of
Scouting, such as the Patrol Method, before implementing the modified requirements listed below.
Some advancement activities can be completed by video conferencing but not all. For example, virtual
visits to a city council meeting, national historic landmarks, museums, and art galleries may be
acceptable, but swimming, rifle shooting, and motorboating merit badges cannot be completed
virtually.
Even when using video conferencing, all virtual campouts and activities should consist of as many
elements found on a normal outdoor campout or activity as possible. The most significant difference is

Tenderfoot

Current Requirement

Adjustments

Spend at least one night on a patrol or
troop campout. Sleep in a tent you
have helped pitch.

2a

Virtual patrol or troop campouts via
video conferencing will be permitted.
During the same day as your virtual
patrol or troop campout, assist in
preparing one meal with the help of
On the campout, assist in preparing one those with whom you live. Tell your
of the meals. Tell why it is important for patrol or troop why it was important for
each patrol member to share in meal
each person to share in meal
preparation and cleanup.
preparation and cleanup.

2b

While on a campout, demonstrate the
appropriate method of safely cleaning
items used to prepare, serve, and eat a
meal.

During the same day as your virtual
campout, demonstrate the appropriate
method of safely cleaning items used to
prepare, serve and eat a meal.

Explain the importance of the buddy
system as it relates to your personal
safety on outings and in your
neighborhood. Use the buddy system
while on a troop or patrol outing.
Demonstrate how to display, raise,
lower, and fold the U.S. flag.

Explain the importance of the buddy
system as it relates to your personal
safety on outings and in your
neighborhood. Verbally commit to
following the buddy system on your
next troop or patrol outing.
Tell how to display, raise, lower, and
fold the U.S. flag.

1b

5a
7a

2nd Class

1a

1c

3b

4

5b

Current Requirement

Adjustments

Since joining Scouts BSA, participate in five
separate troop/patrol activities, at least
three of which must be held outdoors. Of
the outdoor activities, at least two must
include overnight camping. These activities
do not include troop or patrol meetings. On
campouts, spend the night in a tent that
you pitch or other structure that you help
erect, such as a lean-to, snow cave, or
Virtual patrol or troop activities via video
tepee.
conferencing will be permitted.
On one of these campouts, select a location
for your patrol site and recommend it to
your patrol leader, senior patrol leader, or
troop guide. Explain what factors you
should consider when choosing a patrol site
and where to pitch a tent.
Using a compass and map together, take a
5-mile hike (or 10 miles by bike) approved
by your adult leader and your parent or
guardian.

Virtual patrol or troop activities via video
conferencing will be permitted.

Using a compass and map together, plan a
5-mile hike approved by your adult leader.

Identify or show evidence of at least 10
kinds of wild animals (such as birds,
mammals, reptiles, fish, or mollusks) found
in your local area or camping location. You Evidence of wild animals can be
may show evidence by tracks, signs, or
demonstrated with information or photos
photographs you have taken.
of your local area found online.
May be deferred until each Scout’s next
rank, as necessary (through Life, but not
Eagle).
This temporary deferment will allow Scouts
to advance in rank up to, and including Life
Scout, but not beyond. All other rank
requirements must still be earned to
advance. When conditions warrant and
Demonstrate your ability to pass the BSA upon direction from the National Council,
beginner test: Jump feet first into water
these requirements will be reinstated with
over your head in depth, level off and swim 30 days’ notice to our Scouting family via
25 feet on the surface, stop, turn sharply, Workplace, Bryan on Scouting, Scouting
resume swimming, then return to your
Wire, social media, and any other means
starting place.
determined appropriate.

8d

Demonstrate water rescue methods by
reaching with your arm or leg, by reaching
with a suitable object, and by throwing
lines and objects.
Participate in a school, community, or
troop program on the dangers of using
drugs, alcohol, and tobacco and other
practices that could be harmful to your
health. Discuss your participation in the
program with your family, and explain the
dangers of substance addictions. Report to
your Scoutmaster or other adult leader in
your troop about which parts of the Scout
Oath and Scout Law relate to what you
learned.
Participate in a flag ceremony for your
school, religious institution, chartered
organization, community, or Scouting
activity.
At a minimum of three locations, compare
the cost of the item for which you are
saving to determine the best place to
purchase it. After completing Second Class
requirement 8c, decide if you will use the
amount that you earned as originally
intended, save all or part of it, or use it for
another purpose.

1st Class

Current Requirement

5c

7c

8a

1a

2e

May be completed virtually via video
conferencing on dry land.

Learn about the dangers of using drugs,
alcohol and tobacco and other practices
that could be harmful to your health.
Discuss what you learned with your family
and explain the dangers of substance
addictions. Report to your Scoutmaster or
other adult leader in your troop about
which parts of the Scout Oath and Scout
Law relate to what you learned.

May be completed virtually using video
conferencing.

May be completed by comparing costs at
three (3) online sites or locations.

Adjustments

Since joining Scouts BSA, participate in 10
separate troop/patrol activities, at least six
of which must be held outdoors. Of the
outdoor activities, at least three must
include overnight camping. These activities
do not include troop or patrol meetings. On
campouts, spend the night in a tent that
you pitch or other structure that you help
erect, such as a lean-to, snow cave, or
Virtual patrol or troop activities via video
tepee.
conferencing will be permitted.

On one campout, serve as cook. Supervise
your assistant(s) in using a stove or building
a cooking fire. Prepare the breakfast, lunch,
and dinner planned in First Class
requirement 2a. Supervise the cleanup.

On the same day as your virtual campout,
serve as the cook. Supervise your
assistant(s) in using a stove or building a
cooking fire. Prepare the breakfast, lunch,
and dinner planned in First Class
requirement 2a. Supervise the cleanup.

4a

4b

5a

6a

6e

By drawing, computer software, or other
virtual methods, plan an orienteering
course that would cover at least one mile.
Explain why measuring the height and/or
Using a map and compass, complete an
orienteering course that covers at least one width of designated items (tree, tower,
mile and requires measuring the height
canyon, ditch, etc.) is helpful. Explain how
and/or width of designated items (tree,
you would complete your course using a
tower, canyon, ditch, etc.).
real map and compass.
Demonstrate how to use a handheld GPS
unit, GPS app on a smartphone, or other
electronic navigation system. Use GPS to
find your current location, a destination of
your choice, and the route you will take to
get there. Follow that route to arrive at
your destination
Scouts do not need to follow their route.
Identify or show evidence of at least 10
kinds of native plants found in your local
area or campsite location. You may show
evidence by identifying fallen leaves or
fallen fruit that you find in the field, or as
Evidence of native plants can be
part of a collection you have made, or by demonstrated with information or photos
photographs you have taken
of your local area found online.
May be deferred until each Scout’s next
rank, as necessary (through Life, but not
Eagle).
This temporary deferment will allow Scouts
to advance in rank up to, and including Life
Scout, but not beyond. All other rank
requirements must still be earned to
advance. When conditions warrant and
upon direction from the National Council,
these requirements will be reinstated with
30 days’ notice to our Scouting family via
Workplace, Bryan on Scouting, Scouting
Wire, social media, and any other means
determined appropriate.

Successfully complete the BSA swimmer
test.
With a helper and a practice victim, show a
line rescue both as tender and as rescuer.
(The practice victim should be
approximately 30 feet from shore in deep
water.)
May be completed on dry land.

9a

9c

10

Visit and discuss with a selected individual
approved by your leader (for example, an
elected official, judge, attorney, civil
servant, principal, or teacher) the
constitutional rights and obligations of a
U.S. citizen.
On a Scouting or family outing, take note of
the trash and garbage you produce. Before
your next similar outing, decide how you
can reduce, recycle, or repurpose what you
take on that outing, and then put those
plans into action. Compare your results.
Tell someone who is eligible to join Scouts
BSA, or an inactive Scout, about your
Scouting activities. Invite this person to an
outing, activity, service project, or meeting.
Provide information on how to join, or
encourage the inactive Scout to become
active. Share your efforts with your
Scoutmaster or other adult leader.

Visit may take place virtually or by phone.

Outings can include past or future plans.

Invite the potential new member to
a virtual meeting or future activity using
video conferencing.

