February 8th, 2021 – Happy Birthday BSA
Please distribute (mailchimp, District email lists)  to all scouters as soon as possible

COVID-19 Community Response Award
There is still time to earn this award.  Many scouts have done great things…lets make sure that they get recognized for their efforts.
Award Description:
In an effort to support our communities during this pandemic, the Scouts (all programs) from Suffolk and Nassau Counties have provide amazing service to its fellow citizens.  To recognize these achievements the Suffolk County and Theodore Roosevelt Councils have joined together in offering the COVID-19 Community Response Award.  This award is aimed to recognize scouts that have made a difference in helping their communities and to encourage our scouts to also get involved…safely.
Requirements:
Write a paragraph or two describing:
· The service that was provided – why you selected this service and who benefited by your service
· How you shared what you did with other (promoted on social media)
· How many hours spent in performing the service (a minimum of 3 hours is suggested)
· Complete the application (one page including the above information along with Name, Address, Phone Number, Council, District, Unit, Town, Unit Leader)
· Each scout MUST eMail their individual applications to: SCCBSACOVID19Award@gmail.com
· Link to application:  https://www.sccbsa.org/covid19commaward

Recognition:
[image: ]For the scouts who have submitted a qualifying application, they will be recognized with a special COVID-19 Community Response Award patch.
The Patch will be used to recognize each scout who completes the requirements for the SCC/TRC COVID-19 Community Response Award. The winner will be selected by June 10, 2020. If you have any questions, you can contact Bob Koch at 516/416-2216 (SCCBSACOVID19Award@gmail.com).


Mental Health First Aid Training (MHFA)…Interested?
I am setting up a Mental Health First Aid Course for the Mid-March timeframe.  Pre-course work, live online training and post course work is about 9 hours in total to earn your Certification.  I want to get a group of Mental Health Professionals involved as well so that we can provide Council self-sustaining MHFA training to our volunteers. 
The cost of the course certification is under $30.  I have secured an instructor, and once I hear from all of you, we will set a date for the training (to find the most optimal date/time).

If you are interested in taking the Mental Health First Aid Training, please contact me at bobbsa57@gmail.com by February 15th, 2021.  If you are a mental health professional, please let me know that as well.  We can have up to thirty in each class – so if I don’t get enough from our council, I will reach out to scouters outside of our council.

Bob Koch
VP Program for Suffolk County Council BSA
Northeast Region Area 2 Youth Protection Champion
Questions?  Email me at bobbsa57@gmail.com 


SCC Alumni Association Development!!!   Recommit... Reconnect... Rekindle
[image: ]Suffolk County Council is developing an Alumni Association.  It will be open to all scouts and scouters who have been registered in our council…past and present.  Specifically, you will have the ability to sign up as just an BSA alumnus; a past/present camper/staffer at BHSC; or/and as an Eagle Scout.  In the future, there will be other groups that we will address.
For now, we need scouters (or scouts 16+) who are interested in assisting in the development.  If you have IT/Website; recruitment (focused on the area’s mentioned); writing skills (newsletter); event planning experience…or just want to be involved, please contact Bob Koch at bobbsa57@gmail.com.  
Please provide Bob with your contact information and how you might want to assist.  Coming soon will be an official registration form to register for any/all of the groups mentioned above.   If you know of any past scouts/scouters who might be interested, please pass on this information to them as well.
This is going to be a tremendously rewarding experience that will bring enormous benefits to our council.  While its important to keep our current scouts and scouters involved, it’s going to be a great opportunity to bring back our past scouts and scouters back to Suffolk County Council.
Proud Past, Bright Future……………….…Stay Connected…………………………Be part of something special!!
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